Good Morning,
Much has been shared recently regarding a cable & data project in West Ocean city the past week, and after doing more research on the matter, the following best summarizes the project, its current standing, and future action. 

It is important to note that the project is stalled after the Worcester County Technical Review Committee did not proceed with project approval. The County has requested more information from the developer, Globalinx, but has not yet received sufficient information. 

Globalinx Fiber and Data Project

What is it?:
A 24,000 square foot facility which will process data from underwater internet cables in West Ocean City, on route 611 near the Ocean City Airport, has drawn eyes from the public. This project has been stalled as the property seems to be more of an industrial use, which is not what the parcel is presently zoned.

Globalinx is planning to onshore internet cables that run from Ireland to the United States in West Ocean City. The Project was first proposed in 2024 and entered into a 25-year agreement with the Town of Ocean City for said cables to run through. 

The project, in its currently proposed state, would run 24/7 with 5 staffed positions. This is a passthrough of data, with no major computing done on site. What that means is the impact felt by traditional “data centers” is minimal; this facility uses little water, does not run generators frequently, cable instillation is done entirely underground providing little environmental disruption, and use little light. 

Current Status:
Globalinx’s project must receive approval from the Worcester County Commissioners before major construction and operations can begin. As the property is not presently zoned for industrial use (it is zoned for commercial use), and it would appear to be industrial use, Globalinx would need to have their property rezoned by the County. This is done first by the County’s Planning Commission, who meet on the first Thursday of each month at 1PM. If the Planning Commission approves a rezoning, or other site plan change, it must then be approved by the Commissioners, who meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month. Globalinx must also receive a building permit from the Technical Review Committee, which meets on the second Wednesday of each month. 

For More Information:
Worcester County has invited Globalinx to a Town Hall on May 14th at 6PM at Steven Decatur High School in Berlin. 

To view more information, provided by Globalinx, click here. 
To view upcoming meeting for Worcester County, click here. 
To view the most recent Technical Review Committee’s Agenda Packets, click here. 




